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On March 24, an email sent to
students from Provost Michael
Hammond announced that fall
semester on campus would be
“business as usual.”
Though a full list of remaining
restrictions has yet to be made
known, Hammond outlined a few
things that current and incoming
students can look forward to.
A normal academic calendar
— including a full spring break
— will happen in 2021-2022. Additionally, the class of 2025 will experience Welcome Weekend in its
full glory.
By the end of March, COVID-19
vaccines will be available to all
Indiana residents over the age
of 16. Gov. Eric Holcomb also announced that the statewide mask
mandate will be lifted on April 6.
However, as of March 25, students

have not received communication
from Taylor on whether this will
carry over to campus.
Several Taylor administrators
have played a role in this navigation, making decisions as a part
of the Pandemic Emergency Response Team (PeRT.) The team
has met and continues to meet
several times a week.
Along with this, the team works
closely with the Indiana State
Health Commissioner and the
Grant County Health Department.
To make this “business as usual” decision, PeRT evaluated the
current infection numbers and
weighed several factors. These
factors include vaccination eligibility and state-wide social distancing restrictions.
“All of these factors gave us confidence to project that the fall calendar could remain intact and
that we will be closer to business
as usual this fall,” Hammond said.
For now, though, restrictions remain in place.
Nearly half of the student
body has not experienced Taylor

University without pandemic
restrictions.
“I’m thrilled that the incoming freshmen will be able to experience traditions like they’ve
been held in the past… hopefully this will provide excitement
that they’ll have a normal freshman year, which is something
we missed,” freshman Jordan
Dutcher said. “I’m also excited to join in on the traditions
and experience them at their
full potential.”
Administration commends students for their endurance amid
a taxing year and Hammond
thanked students in his email for
their cooperation and support of
community guidelines in navigating the pandemic.
“Taylor family, you have my sincere gratitude for making all of
this possible,” Hammond wrote.
“God has been at work in and
through you this year, and it has
not gone unnoticed. I prayerfully
look forward to business as usual
alongside you this fall.”
echo@taylor.edu
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Students moved in on Welcome Weekend 2020.

Sustainability increased at Randall
New programs
reduce food waste
Mer Fenton
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Chickens, fish and worms —
these are the newest residents of
the Randall Environmental Center as part of Taylor’s latest efforts to increase sustainability on
campus.
These projects were developed
in the last semester’s “Sustainable
Agriculture and Food Systems”
class (SUS 315,) taught by Phil
Grabowski, assistant professor of
sustainable development. In the
class, students get hands-on experience setting up sustainability
models that will continue at Taylor long past graduation.
For the class, Grabowski developed four different sustainable,
agriculturally based projects for
his students — a chicken coop,
an aquanautics system, a garden
and a compost table. All of these
products are now in full-swing at
Randall.
The garden is operational in the
field next to Randall, producing
vegetables that can be taken home
by any Taylor student. The chicken coop has also been constructed
outside, where five chickens live
and lay eggs. These methods help
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cut down on the environmental
risks of the farming industry, and
have the additional health benefits of eating locally sourced food.
In the greenhouse, the aquaponics team has developed a system to collect fish waste to be
used as a safe, natural fertilizer. The fish are housed in a large
tank, where their waste is collected from and then filtered through
tubes fertilizing live plants.
Meanwhile, the fishs’ roommates have been cause for the
most excitement in the environmental science department.
As Grabowski planned, a compost table was developed, and
a home was made for the most

sought-after composting experts
— worms.
Graboski has been passionate
about composting throughout his
time at Taylor, but it wasn’t until
senior Aidden Tapia and junior
Lindsey Rice proposed a method
for their project in SUS 315 that he
saw it come full circle.
“Composting is a timely issue
that plagues many universities
today,” said sophomore Ansley
Kary. “Not only are universities
missing a prime opportunity to
earn a profit from the compost
they produce, but they are paying a yearly fine to haul off their
extra food waste. Taylor specifically pays $2,000 a year to dispose of

its food waste.”
To combat this, Tapia, Rice
and Grabowski developed a system that, when fully operational,
could potentially reuse and recycle a large amount of Taylor’s food
waste: building a compost table
assisted by a worm farm.
Rice, with experience in carpentry through the Taylor theater department, built a table to collect
compost and let the worms eat
up the soil with a pulley system
to keep the soil moving. With the
worms and the pulleys, no human
intervention would be needed for
the cycle, other than adding new
compost to the pile.
Once the table was built,

What in the World: International beat
Oprah exposes
differences
Emma Stotz
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Worms at Randall Environmental Center help with composting efforts.

Grabowski took on the job of
worm breeding over the winter. In a bucket, he worked on
creating the ideal environment
for the worms: dark, nutritious
and warm.
The goal of having 300 healthy
worms has recently been reached,
and the composting system will
begin soon. Taylor students are
encouraged to bring all of their
compost in Randall, or to even
start a compost bin in their room.
Common things like fruit peels
and coffee grounds are perfect
for the worms.
The whole operation is quite
profitable as well. Worm compost is the most expensive soil
on the market. Kary hopes that it
will lead Taylor students to have a
greater appreciation both for the
lesser-seen animals of the world,
and the little things Taylor students can do to reduce their carbon footprint.
“The big vision is looking at how
we could compost all the food
waste from Taylor and make it so
it doesn’t have to go to the landfill,” Grabowski said. “That’s why
I’m doing all these little things to
think about how we could do that
on a bigger scale and trying to figure out how to make it feasible financially as well.”
echo@taylor.edu
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Many assume that the U.S.
has great cultural commonalities with Great Britain, but this
assumption was put to the test
when Meghan Markle and Prince
Harry were interviewed by Oprah
Winfrey on March 7.
Markle tackled many issues
regarding her and her husband

Harry’s exit from the royal family in January of 2020.
Markle, Harry and Winfrey
talked about the royal family, specifically conversations
held regarding the skin color of
their son, Archie, and the mental health problems that resulted from the mistreatment
of Markle.
The reception of this interview
varied widely in the U.S. and England, which highlights the differences in views of status and
emotional openness.

“The biggest challenge that
I’ve seen in all this drama is for
Americans to realize how different British culture is.” Nicholas Kerton-Johnson, professor of
political science at Taylor University and former resident of
England said.
One of the most striking moments of the interview that
sparked the support or condemnation of their audience was Markle’s confession of struggling with
mental illness in the midst of her
time among the royal family.

“Look, I was really ashamed
to have to say it at the time and
ashamed to have to admit it to
Harry especially, but I knew that
if I didn’t say that I would do it,
I just didn’t want to be alive anymore.” said Markle.

While the U.S. has received
this interview as the drama its
citizens tend to crave, the British have found the interview
and the actions taken by Markle
and Harry to be disrespectful to
the queen and an overemphasis
on victimhood.

In an article by Peter Jones,
The Spectator, a prominent
British magazine, called the
interview a “soap-Oprah,” and
discussed England’s lack of
sympathy for Markle.
In contrast, People magazine quoted Jennifer Rene Psaki, Biden’s press secretary.
“For anyone to come forward and speak about their
own struggles with mental
health and tell their own personal story, that takes courage,
WORLD continues on Page 2
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“ The largest points that Markle vocalized were her
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WORLD continued from

that’s certainly something the
president believes,” People magazine said.
The largest points that Markle
vocalized were her thoughts on
racism and mental health, and an
American audience was certainly
the targets for her verbiage. Discussions on race in British and
American cultures are one of the
biggest differences in perception.
Conversations regarding her
pregnancy with the royal family
led Markle to believe that racism
could be a factor in how she and
her future child have been and
would be treated.
“In those months when I was
pregnant, all around this same
time, we had in tandem the conversation of he won’t be given

security, he’s not going to be given a title, and also concerns and
conversations about how dark his
skin might be when he’s born,”
said Markle.
“Race is really different in Britain … in English culture, I would
see it far more likely as someone saying something because it
was an interesting thought.” Kerton-Johnson said.
The cultures of the U.S. and England are also very contrasting
in regard to their receptivity to
mental illness. Markle discussed
how she wanted a voice, which
she claimed to regain in her temporary move to Canada, and their
now more permanent residence
in California. Markle is now using
the voice she regained in doing
interviews like this one.
The British tend to talk less

about their feelings and their
problems, said Kerton-Johnson.
It is typical to be “emotionally
pretty constrained,” and it is out
of the ordinary to air dirty laundry — playing the victim card
would not be well received.
In the U.S., an increasingly postmodern perspective embraces the idea of “telling your
truth,” which is what Winfrey
asked Markle to do at the start
of the interview.
But can Oprah do anything
more than cultivate gossip? Will
this interview impact the royal
family back in Britain?
British polling would argue no.
“Obviously the pressure from
the west from America isn’t the
best for the royal family; the
negative press is never good,
but if you look at the polling in

England you’ll see the support
for the queen is going up,” said
Kerton-Johnson.
Currently, YouGov, a UK polling
resource, measures the queen to
hold 72% approval rating according to public opinion.
Overall, the vast differences
in Great Britain and the United
States’s receptivity to this interview revealed cultural contrasts
bringing to light the variety of
perspectives in the world, even
within the west.
As Markle and Harry continue
to remake their life being completely removed from their former royal identity, they have
found home to be on a farm, are
pregnant with a daughter, and
started a non-profit organization, Archewell.
echo@taylor.edu
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Meghan Markle and Prince Harry speak with Oprah Winfrey.

Ravi Zacharias sexual misconduct is revealed
Zacharias committed
years of abuse
Darin Jordan
Staff Writer

Photograph by Jim Garringer

Ravi Zacharias speaks to 2003 Taylor graduates.

After years of public preaching and mission work, Christian apologist and theologian
Ravi Zacharias was exposed
for committing years of abuse,
sexual misconduct and other
predatory behavior.
Details brought to light in
the private investigation by
Miller & Martin Law Firm released on Feb. 9 showed Zacharias’s guilt far more than many
in RZIM thought possible.
The 12-page report showed
years of Zacharias soliciting
sexual photos and testimonies

of several women who had
been assaulted by Zacharias.
Additionally, it revealed Zacharias’ misconduct with multiple massage therapists at
several parlors he had financially invested in.
Lori Anne Thompson was
the first person to bring public
accusations against Zacharias
in 2017, but Zacharias claimed
innocence and the matter was
settled privately.
Only after he died in May
of 2020 and multiple sources
came forward did Ravi Zacharias International Ministries
(RZIM) launch an investigation in August 2020.
“Our trust in Ravi’s denial
of moral wrongdoing and in
his deceptive explanations of

emails and other records that
became public was severely
misplaced, and our failures
in 2017, including our failure
to commission an independent
investigation at that time, allowed tremendous pain to
continue to be caused in the
Thompsons’ lives,” RZIM said.
Additionally, RZIM expressed
their regret for the hurt that
the report would cause the
Zacharias fami ly, but expressed that they believe the
findings should be publicized.
However, Thompson was not
allowed to participate in this
investigation because Zacharias’ estate executors refused
to lift a previously-signed nondisclosure agreement.
RZIM has announced that

they have two main goals
now: making amends as well
as they can and providing
support to Zacharias’ victims
and understanding what they
can do to make sure nothing
like this happens again.
Taylor University had invited Zacharias to speak at
commencement in 2003 when
there was no public knowledge
of his misconduct. Zacharias
spoke to the graduating class
and their families.
While shocking in hindsight, director of media relations Jim Garringer said
Taylor does its best to select appropriate speakers
based on the information
they have available to them.
echo@taylor.edu

Student leaders are announced for next year

COVID changed
campus roles

Claire Nieshalla
Staff Writer

When student leadership decisions were made last year at
the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, little did they realize
what they signed up for.
Though the return to campus in August after a long
spring and summer at home
was met by students w ith
mixed reactions, student leaders came back to campus a few
weeks before the rest of the
student body for training under abnormal circumstances.
Their meetings were frequently held outside – all while
maintaining the proper social
distancing and mask wearing
guidelines. As students arrived
and the semester began, it did

not take long for the Personnel Assistants (PAs) and Discipleship Assistants (DAs) to
realize this would be a year
different than most others.
Nick Dennig, the assistant
hall director of Samuel Morr is Ha l l, empat h ized w it h
the students as he knew expectations weighed heav ily
on those dedicated to doing
their job well while keeping
their sanit y as college students and friends.
“When PAs and DAs applied
to be student leaders last
spring it was uncertain all that
would take place regarding restrictions for retreats, events
and residential living,” Interim Director of Residence Life
Julia Hurlow said. “These challenges were quite difficult, yet
time and time again our student leaders offered imaginative ideas for events on their

f loors/wings.”
Hurlow also oversaw the
thorough hiring process. Once
students determined their desire to apply, they applied on
Taylor’s portal and selected
their area of interest. From
there, PA appl ica nts were
asked to prepare for their collage interview. Each collage
consisted of 8-12 students who
brought items of importance
that represented their personal stories.
DA applicants are not asked
to go through the collage process. However, Dennig said
he and his supervisor Tyler
Witzig, hall director of Samuel Morris Hall, encourage the
men in their hall to apply for
both PA and DA positions, because they see the collage time
as a beneficial experience. After collages, individual interviews were held.

Positions for the 2021-2022
school year were announced
March 12 and 17.
As of next year, Tyler Witzig
will be stepping down from
his role as Samuel Morris Hall
Director. This was his seventh
year serving the men of Samuel Morris.
“We are very thankful for
Tyler’s seven years of leadership in Samuel Morris and
look forward to welcoming a
new hall director this fall,”
Hurlow said. “ The student
leaders of Morris Hall have
been so helpful in this transition process.”
Affirming her team’s work,
Hurlow continued to say, “The
creativity of students and the
staff that I work with continues to bring much joy to this
mea n ing f u l work in Residence Life.”
echo@taylor.edu
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The Bergwall Hall DAs welcomed students on move-in day.

As you now know, the “countdown” on my interim presidency is now official, and I’m running out of time to spend with students (Sad face). You may see me drop in on a class (I’ve already learned
about investing, journalism, respiration, “use it or lose it” fitness and closed-loop circuits (well, maybe I didn’t quite understand the circuits). Or, you may have a chance at a bro/sis hangout with Jay and
me in the Great Room. Or coffee at the Bean. Or even an impromptu gathering over a meal at the Stu or DC.
I wish I could personally connect with each of you. This Q&A column is another connection point. So, here’s my question for you: As you think about finishing up this year, what is one good thing precipitated by the pandemic?
-Paige Comstock Cunningham, interim president

Q: “Why was there so little transparency with regard to the Spiegel situation?” — Kyle Mongoven, junior
A: This is one of the questions I’ve been asked about the most, and about which I can say the least.
Best practices (and also employer/employee expectations) maintain confidentiality around personnel matters. What I can share is a joint
statement drafted by Dr. Jim Spiegel and Taylor administration:
“Dr. Spiegel served as an exemplary professor and scholar at Taylor for many years. While no
longer affiliated with one another, we agree that social and traditional media initiatives that
seek to cast aspersions or seek recourse are not beneficial to Taylor University or Dr. Spiegel.
With this statement we hope to make clear that Dr. Spiegel and Taylor University hold no ill will
toward each other. We agree on our best wishes for Taylor’s future and the continued success of Dr. Spiegel.”
Q: “How do you anticipate passing the torch to Dr. Lindsay? Is there advice you would give him and how will that transition happen?” —Ellie Tiemens, junior
A: With the announcement about President-elect Dr. D. Michael Lindsay on March 16, the anticipation of “passing the torch” began.
However, he will not be in office until August 16, so there is plenty of time to work out the details. We desire a seamless transition. In the
meantime, I am committed to finishing strong for a good handoff.

Photograph provided by Taylor University

Scan here to submit
your questions for
President Paige!

My advice? Love God. Love the Bible. Love the students. Love the employees. And love the communities: the campus community, and
the larger Taylor community that stretches across time and around the world.
Q: “What was the moment when you/the search committee knew that Dr. Lindsay was the right person to be the next President
of Taylor?” — Elisabeth Nieshalla, freshman
A: Presidential Search Committee (PSC) co-chair Manuel Rosado answered this question in the all-employee forum last Tuesday. Both
he and Dr. Lindsay shared their “moment of knowing” with students in chapel last Wednesday. As they described, it was a Spirit-led
process of mutual discernment and confirmation. (And please reach out to Mr. Rosado with any questions about the search). As you may
know, I was not a member of the PSC, so cannot speak for them.

FEATURES

"As much of the glitz and the glam as a pageant includes, it
is so much more to competitors who run on
similar and compelling platforms."
God's guiding hand through the glitz and glam
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The Bates find four-legged fellowship
The story behind the
Bates' puppy business
Marissa Muljat
Features Co-Editor

Waking up multiple times
throughout the night to care for
and feed eight puppies is not a
task for just anyone.
But for Mick and Andrea
Bates, the process of breeding and caring for puppies has
been a great blessing and way
for them to establish relationships they may not have been
able to establish otherwise.
Associate Professor of Marketing Mick Bates and his wife,
Andrea, began their goldendoodle and labradoodle puppy
breeding business, Mama Bates
Doodles, in August of 2020.
“Our primary goal is to raise a
great family dog that’s going to
bless your family and be there
for many years,” Mick said. “The
goldendoodle has just proven
itself over the years to be that.”
While it’s been a fun experience, the couple did not always
plan on having a puppy breeding business.
Originally, the Bates were
praying for a solution to financially support travel ministry,
which is something that Andrea is very passionate about.
“How can I have the money to
travel and be paid to write eight
hours a day and work a couple
of hours here and there to mentor either college girls or high
school girls here in the area?”
Andrea questioned.
Surprisingly, puppies were
the answer to Andrea’s questions and prayers.
Alth o u g h An drea h a s
been unable to travel due to
COVID-19, she and her husband
have been able to take a portion
of their business’ proceeds to
invest in established missionaries in foreign countries.
With Mama Bates Doodles,
she is able to care for the puppies at home while working on
her writing projects.
She also still has time to mentor young girls in the area who
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love to play with the puppies.
“I’m enjoying the opportunities it’s giving me here to have
people see the puppies,” Andrea said.
Through their business, the
couple has also been able to
meet and have people over
whom they may not have met
otherwise, and that has been a
really exciting and rewarding
part of their operation.
For Mick, the most rewarding part is the customers. He is
a marketing professor, after all.
“I like the customer interaction,” Mick said. “I like the sales
process. I like matching up their
needs with what we have to offer, and the whole business side
is really what I do.”
Despite the benefits and
joy Mama Bates Doodles has
brought to the couple, the process is not always sunshine
and rainbows.
Their most recent litter, born
in January, consisted of nine
puppies, one of which was a
runt.
Because the runt was so tiny
and could not get up to feed,
Andrea often had to stay up all
night and sleep during the day.
Unfortunately, the couple lost
their little runt, despite their
great efforts to save it. This loss
has by far been the most difficult part of the puppy breeding
process for Mick and Andrea.
“There’s nothing in me that
could have not tried,” Andrea said.
The puppies’ mom does all
the work the first few weeks, but
after that, it’s all up to the Bates.
For eight weeks, the puppies must be closely watched
and looked after. But with each
day, they become more and
more independent.
“They’re just like my children,” Andrea said.
To prepare the puppies for
their new homes, the Bates
start to crate train and potty
train them.
They also try their best to
have young children over to
handle and play with the dogs
so that they are used to people
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Mick and Andrea Bates have been able to use their business, Mama Bates Doodles, as a ministry

of all ages.
“We are very intentional with
these dogs,” Mick said. “We pray
over the dogs. We ask God that
they’ll take His spirit into the
homes that they go to. And we
pray that the right dog will go
to the right people, and it’s been
that way.”
Because Mama Bates Doodles is grown out of a business near Seattle, Washington
called RedLetter Doodles,
many of their customers are
from Washington.
This means that the Bates
often ship their puppies across
the country to their new homes.
Although shipping is a norm
for them, there was one instance where the Bates were
feeling a bit more adventurous.
Many airlines have strict
weather regulations for shipping, and if the airport is at a

certain temperature, they can’t
ship their puppies.
The weather became a serious concern for the Bates when
it came time to ship out six puppies in the middle of January.
Instead, they decided to drive
a large rental van from Upland,
Indiana to Seattle, Washington
with all six puppies.
The couple took off on a
Wednesday morning and delivered the puppies to their families on a Friday night, staying at
campgrounds and stopping at
rest stops along the way to walk
and relieve the pups.
“We were kind of like a welloiled machine,” Andrea said.
The couple explained how
through the process of meeting customers and delivering
puppies, they hope to spread
the love of Christ.
They strive to be lights for

Christ by being kind, loving and
establishing relationships with
the people they interact with.
“I always look at it as you
need to be a blesser first and
you need to bless people,” Mick
said. “As you do that, you build
a relationship and you have opportunities to bring some kingdom light.”
In the future, Mick and Andrea plan on having three to
four puppy litters per year.
They do not want to evolve
into a large operation because they hope to give each of
their puppies individual care
and attention.
Mama Bates Doodles has truly been a blessing and answer to
prayer for the couple.
“When God gives you a vision, he provides the provision,”
Andrea said.
echo@taylor.edu
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God's guiding hand through the glitz and glam
Claire Nieshalla pursues
God through pageants
Sarah Wordhouse
Staff Writer

As sophomore Claire Nieshalla stood upon the Miss
East Central Indiana pageant
stage to accept her first place
award, she remembered all
that had brought her there:
a little bit of chance, a good
amount of talent, but mostly a
lot of God’s provision.
Chance greeted Nieshalla in
the form of her piano and voice
teacher Tamara Tati.
She encouraged Nieshalla to
compete in the Miss Fall Festival’s Outstanding Teen pageant
her junior year of high school.
Nieshalla was unsure. “I’m a
soccer player,” she thought, but
the question of “What do you
have to lose?” was louder.
As Nieshalla already had her
talent, piano and voice, she began to practice her interviewing skills, honing in on her
answers and selecting a platform to run on.
In September of 2017, Nieshalla was on a pageant stage
for the first time, but not the
last, to accept first place.
“Having (the Miss Fall Festival’s Outstanding Teen) title just opened the door for so
many opportunities,” Nieshalla
said. “I had the chance to participate in a lot of appearances
— that's what you do when you
have a title. When you compete in a pageant, you have a

platform; mine is substance
abuse prevention. With that,
we're encouraged to do stuff
with our platform, not just to
say, ‘This is my platform.’”
Since her junior year win,
Nieshalla has competed in two
more pageants, placing in all
of them and winning again, all
with the same platform.
Through her gift of communication, found both on
the stage of pageants and ingrained in her multimedia
journalism courses, she found
a way to spread her message.
Nieshalla describes it as direction from God.
“It’s just so cool for me to
look back and see how God
has been so faithful in that,”
Nieshalla said. “(I’m) learning it takes just a step out of
your comfort zone to say ‘yes’
because you never know what
God's going to do with that.
(From) learning to walk in
heels (to) walking down the
road, (seeing what) the future
that will bring.”
Since her first pageant, Nieshalla has staged two prescription drug take-back days,
one in high school and one
in college.
On the first take-back day, she
and her group collected nearly 300 lbs. of prescription drugs
in eight hours. The second one
amounted to over 400 pounds.
At its heart, a pageant titleholder is a job, Nieshalla said.
As much of the glitz and the
glam as a pageant includes, it is
so much more to competitors

Photograph provided by Claire Nieshalla

Claire Nieshalla participates in the Miss Indiana pageant.

who run on similar and compelling platforms.
“There are these deep-rooted, educated, intelligent women and souls underneath those
dresses and makeup, and
they're not chosen lightly by
judges,” Nieshalla said. “I think
that's important to realize too
because it's really easy to just

look on the outside of what
pageants are, but it is really so
much more.”
As pageant season was approaching again this year, it
snuck up on Nieshalla in an
unexpected way. Two weeks
prior to the Miss East Central
Indiana pageant, Nieshalla was
fully planning on sitting it out.

But over spring break, Nieshalla felt the Lord tug on her
heart and the call to continue
her mission of substance abuse
prevention, and, on another
whim, she decided to compete.
Another chance she found herself taking, and soon enough,
she reaped the reward for saying, ‘Yes.’
“As far as preparation goes, I
believe that the Lord had been
preparing me for this all along,”
Nieshalla said. “It wasn't just
those two weeks (of preparation); he knew that I was going to do it all along. I think
I can probably look back and
see the ways he was preparing
me — the drug take-back day,
talk(ing) about it with Taylor
University — he was preparing
me for this pageant.”
After hours of mock interviews, FaceTime calls with her
pageant director and becoming knowledgeable of current
events, Nieshalla was ready.
However, as much as it involves
physical preparation, she says
it involves equal, possibly
more, mental preparation.
Nieshalla needed to complete the mental task of remembering to not get sucked
into the hole of comparison.
To accomplish this, she’s taken to journaling her thoughts,
specifically asking God for focus and strength, and memorizing verses.
“Comparison is the thief of
joy,” Nieshalla said. “That's
something that I really hold
on to as well. I want to win

this pageant, but my number
one goal is, if anything comes
out of this pageant, this experience, I want people to know
God's love through me — that's
what I value and (consider)
successful.”
The day, moment and seconds Nieshalla had been preparing for arrived; with her
notebook in hand and Psalms
in mind, she took the stage.
Later, she took home the title.
Nieshalla describes her reaction to hearing her name called
for first place as simply one of
gratitude for the Lord bringing
her there, giving her a platform
and for helping her remain true
to herself.
She will move on to compete in the Miss Indiana pageant with her substance abuse
prevention platform motivating her.
“What is awesome about
having a title is you have this
heightened platform,” Nieshalla said. “I've got so much to say
about substance abuse. When
you're Miss Indiana, you have
the heightened platform —
people listen. To humbly seek
after and use that platform
in the best way possible, and
then say, ‘Okay, Lord, how do
you want me to use this type
of platform for your glory?’
is huge for me. I think sometimes it's hard to feel heard. (I
am) seeing this position as an
opportunity, (learning) how to
use it to make his name known
for his glory alone.”
echo@taylor.edu
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“While I found myself not in control of my
circumstances during my tour of duty
in Saudi Arabia, God showed me
he was in control.”
God works through my desert trek
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In between the lamp and the light
Battling fear of the
future to be present

Lyden
Hight

Guest
Contributor

I have so many opinions
about so many things, but I
don’t want you to leave this
article with yet another voice
of opinion in your head. We
hear enough opposing opinions daily. What we need to
fill our minds with more is
truth! These are jumbled up
thoughts that have been on
my heart and my mind the
past few weeks, and I hope
my word vomit brings you
some sense of relatability
and peace.
Psalm 119:105 writes, “Your
word is a lamp unto my feet
and a light unto my path.”
I think it’s incredibly important to recognize the specificity in this verse. Imagine only
seeing your feet, and only seeing a light in the far distance.
How do we go about life in a
way that is both aware of our
present state of being as well
as our trajectory in God’s great
plan for our life? God promises
clarity in the present as well as
the long run, but how are we
to mend that gap in the middle, in between the lamp and
the light?
I decided to come to Taylor
two weeks before the start of
the fall semester. I had dropped
out of high school and spent
three years traveling across
eight continents. Summer of
2020, I found myself signing a
year long lease in Texas, with
my closest friends living down
the street from me. In worldly standards, I was living the
dream last summer.
Did I make the right decision to move to a cornfield
for four years and become a
20-year-old freshman, high
school dropout? The short
answer is yes, and also no.
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Lynden Hight encourages campus to welcome interruptions in order to love others well.

Truthfully, clarity comes in
bite size pieces every day. I
have been learning within the
past months a small aspect of
why the Lord called me into a
season of stillness and uncomfortability : sacrifice brings
blessing, and clarity comes
after obedience.
In Mark 5, Jesus is met with
an immediate need: to heal a
young girl on her deathbed. As
the disciples hurry him to the
house where she lies sick, Jesus is interrupted by a woman
who touched his cloak. I know
we have all heard this story, but I want to reemphasize

the high stakes. Because Jesus stops and finds the woman in the crowd, the little girl
dies. He ran out of time. As Jesus hears word of her death,
he does not allow himself to
hurry. He arrives at the house
and miraculously raises her
from the dead (casually!) Not
even life or death made Jesus
too concerned with the future
to ignore the immediate need
set before him.
I’m praying that our campus would be marked by interruptibility, that we would
be a people willing to pause
for the sake of loving others

well. Loving others when it
doesn’t fit into our agenda or
our schedule. Would we be a
people so in tune to the interruptions of the Holy Spirit in
our daily lives that we would
be immediately obedient,
whether it deters our plans or
not? Love does not equal convenience; love equals sacrifice.
Americans believe in manifestation and the “American
Dream.” Todd Harch, professor
of Latin American history and
World Christianity at Eastern
Kentucky University, spoke in
our chapel about how America is not the center of global

God is faithful through my desert trek
A story of surrendering
to God’s control
Alan
Blanchard
Guest Contributor

Thir ty years a go thi s
month, I made indelible
memories from what turned
out to be a several-month,
surprise stay in Saudi Arabia,
compliments of Uncle Sam.
“Men make plans and
G o d l au g hs,” or s o th e
saying goes.
This possible Yiddish saying may stem loosely from
Psalm 33:10: “The Lord brings
the counsel of the nations to
nothing; he frustrates the
plans of the peoples.”
Have you ever made a plan
that went awry?
It ’s s om ethin g I d ef initely experienced back in
1990, when I was then editor of the Peru Tribune, in
nearby Peru, Indiana. First,
some background.
I spent an enlistment in
the U.S. Air Force back in the
late ‘70s, and was stationed
in sunny Monterey, California and later in chilly Minot,
North Dakota.
But when, as a newspaper
editor in Peru, Indiana, I began thinking about re-enlisting in the military. But on a
strictly part-time, one-weekend-a-month and two fulltime weeks every summer
basis. I’d only sign up for a
one-year enlistment to see
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Alan Blanchard during his tour of duty in Saudi Arabia in 1991.

how I liked it.
Three things made up my
motivation to try to enlist in
the U.S. Air Force Reserve: 1)
a desire to bolster my modest small-town daily newspaper editor salary; 2) a chance
to travel overseas with an Air
Force Reserve unit; and 3) encouragement from an officer
at Grissom Air Force Base to
join his public relations team.
Alas, my plan started to go
awry. While a public relations
slot for an E-4 (senior airman

rank) was vacant at Grissom
AFB, funding for it was frozen. Door close.
“Men make pl ans and
God laughs.”
Not easily deterred, I problem-solved. I discovered an
Army Reserve 199th Supply
Small Repair Parts Co. had
a presence at Grissom AFB.
Long story short, the Army
unit had an opening for a soldier with experience in supply. Joyfully, I learned, they
would accept my prior Air

Force boot camp and military experience. So no need
to repeat boot camp.
Proud of my ability to adapt
and come up with another viable plan, my Army military
recruiter and I drove to the
Military Entrance Processing Center (MEPS) in Indianapolis, where I raised my
right arm and took an oath to
serve my country for a oneyear enlistment.
On the drive back to Peru,
Indiana, a breaking news

Christianity, but rather Africa is. The future majority of
Christianity is not English
speaking, middle class white
westerners. There was an
overwhelming amount of surprise across campus. There are
very deep-seated and concerning issues because our society
emphasizes being more invested in the future rather than the
present. The American Dream
is a toxic and empty sales
pitch to try and further your
own life if you can work hard
enough and manifest enough
happiness and wealth.
I know we all are unsure
about our summer internships or whether we want to
get a job and make money or
live at home. “What am I doing after college? Where do I
want to live and what if I can’t
find a community? Will my relationships grow stronger as
time goes on or wither and
fade? What about my major?
Do stress and heaviness signify the Lord not blessing my decision, or are they simply lies
of the devil?” For many of us,
saying yes to one thing means
saying no to countless others.
When we limit the power of
the Lord in our lives, we are
saying that time should measure how we live our life rather
than the will of God.
I’m writing this piece to encourage you to spend more
time listening in this next
season. I personally feel like I
sometimes ask God a question
and then crowd my schedule
and stuff my ears full of distractions. How are we going to
hear his response if we don’t
give him space to speak?
This week I got the opportunity to sit down with senior
global studies majors, Kassidy
Hall and Leigh Sumner, to discuss their opinions on having
fear of the future in relation
to graduation. They each expressed individual concerns,
but emphasized the juxtaposition and beauty of being in
over your head and clinging
to the Lord. Through personal experience, Leigh expressed
the disappointment of feeling like you’re going upwards

and then sloping downwards
in life.
Surrender is not sexy. It
might look like doing what’s
less attractive purely to grow
yourself and glorify the Lord.
However, Kassidy reiterated
the truth that “truly knowing God is about not knowing where you’re going, but
knowing who you’re following.” Both women encouraged
me to pray prayers of humility, asking the Lord to bring
me to moments of surrender
to become closer to Him.
The story of Jesus and the
sick young girl is reflective of
the idea that we aren’t called to
manifest our own destinies or
make our dreams a reality. We
are, however, called to respond
in immediate obedience to
whatever the voice of the Lord
asks of us. Through this continuous cycle of receiving and responding, we exist in the gap of
the lamp and the light. So that’s
what our actions should look
like, but how should our behavior reflect how God’s speaking
to us internally?
I’d like to close by pointing
to David’s behavior in 2 Samuel 6. In response and praise
to God’s power and love, he
danced naked through the
city. I’m not encouraging our
students to streak through
the Boren Student Center,
but I will ask you, when was
the last time you got undignified for the glory of God?
I ’m praying our campus
would be marked by postures
of surrender and rest, and
students who let God speak
for Himself, and are willing
to be quiet to give Him room
to speak. I encourage you to
walk in step with Him, not
running ahead or lagging behind. Seek obedience before
clarity, and although there is
a time and a place to make
decisions, I encourage you to
seek the comfort and words
of God first.
“I will celebrate before
the Lord. I will become even
more undignified than this,
and I will be humiliated in my
own eyes” (2 Samuel 6:21-22.)
echo@taylor.edu

announcement caught me
by total surprise when a radio news reporter reported:
“Saddam Hussein’s Iraqi Army
has just invaded the sovereign country of Kuwait.” The
day was Aug. 2, 1990.
While I was hoping to experience some overseas travel
in the Army Reserve, I never
dreamed I would end up in
the Middle East as part of a
war effort “Men make plans
and God laughs.”
So, long story short again,
my Army Reserve unit activated to full-time status in
February 1991, several months
after the invasion of Kuwait.
Before deploying to American
military posts in Saudi Arabia, our unit first trained at
Fort Benjamin Harrison, Indianapolis, and then at Fort
Campbell, Kentucky. Fortunately, hostilities had long
since ceased by the time my
unit arrived in the country.
Stepping off the plane onto
a tarmac 30 years ago in midMarch 1991, my fellow soldiers
and I were greeted by a forceful mixture of dry wind and
fine grains of sand swirling
around us.
We set up camp in the desert several miles from the
closest Saudi Arabian city of
King Khalid Military City. We
lived in canvas tents about 60
miles south of Iraq.
My job was to take inventory, drive a forklift and move
military parts (spare truck axles, etc.) off flatbed trucks to
open-air warehouses in the
middle of the desert. I’ll never forget the 120-degree plus
temperatures, the blinding

sandstorms and occasional
scorpion encounters.
As we approach Easter in
2021, I am reminded of the
Easter I spent in Saudi Arabia in 1991.
I walked along a dusty road
to a small military “church”
with soldiers seated on folding chairs inside a compound. The blue sky served
as our roof, as the chaplain
preached the familiar story
of the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus.
While I found myself not in
control of my circumstances
during my tour of duty in Saudi Arabia, God showed me he
was in control.
God provided me with what
I needed when I needed it. As
Proverbs 3:5 says, “Trust in
the Lord with all your heart
and do not lean on your
own understanding.”
As I lived outside my comfort zone from March to July
1991 in the Middle East, I
found myself depending upon
God more than ever.
Philippians 4:6-7 were
verses I had memorized
years before, but I relied
upon them like never before
in the desert.
Alan Blanchard, associate
professor of journalism at Taylor University, served an enlistment in the U.S. Air Force in
the late 1970s, and later served
in the U.S. Army Reserve as
part of Operations Desert
Shield and Desert Storm in
the Persian Gulf in 1990-91. Any
opinions expressed here represent the author’s views alone –
alan_blanchard@taylor.edu
echo@taylor.edu
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Planning pick-a-dates during a pandemic
Third English creatively
continues traditions
Kayla Kovacs
Staff Writer

For many Taylor students,
the pick-a-date is a tradition
marked by laughter, fun and
often a little nervousness.
Each year, Personnel Assistants (PAs) are tasked with
creating new ideas and planning activities that will appeal
to diverse groups of students.
However, the reality of a global
pandemic has disrupted plans
that were once thought practical and uncomplicated.
Sophomore PAs Emily Kimball and Lydia May worked
together this semester to navigate the difficulties of pandemic pick-a-dates. Both admitted
that the inevitable safety considerations introduced by
COVID-19 were frustrating to
them and their wings.
“Honestly, at the beginning, it felt really hopeless,”
May said. “You had all of these

pick-a-dates that people wanted to go on that you kind of had
to shut down.”
May also noted that event
planning in the middle of a
pandemic included new and
challenging considerations.
“Even just the little things
that you don’t even think about,
like who can ride in the same
car, is a lot more complicated,”
she explained. “There’s a lot of
details that go unseen.”
One of Kimball’s and May’s
biggest coordinated events
is the broomball pick-a-date,
which looked quite different this year. Normally, Third
English heads to an ice rink,
decked out in elaborate costumes, to engage in a game of
broomball with their dates.
However, travelling to a large
city like Indianapolis or Fort
Wayne to do so wasn’t within
PeRT guidelines.
This year, Kimball and May,
along with the third PA on
Third English, sophomore Abigail Herrington, decided to
collaborate on a COVID-safe

broomball event.
To keep the tradition alive,
they moved the pick-a-date to
a large field at a church.
“That was a big change for
broomball, but we knew our
floor wanted to do it, we wanted to do it, we just had to switch
up what the usual is,” Kimball
said.
May was pleased with the
way the pick-a-date turned out,
despite the necessary changes
and restrictions.
“I think we definitely made it
fun,” she said. “I think there was
a point of something like, either
we don’t have this, or we have
to get really creative with it.”
For Kimball, being a PA for
the first time in such an unprecedented season was filled
with unique blessings and
frustrations.
“You just dream about all of
these things you want to do,
or all of these ideas, and it was
just frustrating that, one, we
got sent home, and COVID even
ruined the future,” Kimball said.
However, Kimball also
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Emily Kimball (left) and Lydia May (right) serve as the Third English PAs.

expressed that these frustrations have been accompanied
by blessings, thanks to her
wing.
“The support I get from my
wing is unparalleled,” she said.
“It feels really hard sometimes,

but when they say thank you, it
means the world.”
May was deeply grateful for
the unique privilege of leading her peers in such a difficult time.
“It’s been both frustrating

Spring into warm weather
Taylor students enjoy
the return of the sun
Lilia Snyder
Staff Writer

After a harsh winter that felt
like ages, Taylor University is
finally getting its first taste
of spring.
Of course, that does not mean
there will always be warm days
in Indiana, but the sunshine
and green grass are certainly
welcome sights to see.
As students leave their dorms
to go to class, they are met with
the heat of the sun and cool air
flowing around them. The birds
are chirping and flowers are
blooming. At last, everybody
can ditch their heavy winter
coats and embrace the beauty
of spring.
“It is nice to be able to wear a
T-shirt and shorts and Chacos
and not have to worry about

Anna Craig pursues
spaces of healing
Kay Rideout
Staff Writer

“Everyone has fragmented pieces of their stories, and that’s OK.”
Creating spaces for these
fragmented stories to be heard
and healed has been a defining
theme for senior Anna Craig
during her time at Taylor.
Entering Taylor as a biology
major in the fall of 2017, Craig
originally pictured a future involving medical school and a
career in health care.
That same year, however, Craig flew to Greece with
members of the Honors Guild
and was able to visit a halfway
house, designed to provide
shelter for refugee families. After hearing the house’s mission
and recognizing the healing it
represented for individuals in
broken situations, Craig felt the
Holy Spirit prompting her in a
new direction.

Annie Wilson
Junior
If you’re looking for someone
to laugh at your bad jokes,
stalk you on spotify, and
bake bread with you (she
loves bread,) Annie’s
your gal.

getting a frostbite,” said sophomore Hallie Winship.
The rays of the bright sun hit
backpacks while students walk
to and from class, and there is
no concern about slipping on
ice or hands feeling numb.
“Instead of walking through
buildings to get to places, I’ll go
around the outside,” said senior
McKayla Barbour.
Basking in a nice spring bliss
does wonders to everyone’s
moods after being cooped up
in the dorms for a few months,
and many people are eager to
get out and chill in hammocks
or have a spikeball tournament
with friends.
Even the walks to class are
a delight amidst the stresses
throughout each day.
Now that the snow has melted and the weather is getting
warmer, there are so many
more activities that Taylor students are able to take part in.

“There were only going to
be four or five families, but (I
knew) that would be such an
impactful part of their story —
that they would have a place to
stay,” Craig said. “It just made a
big impact (on me.)”
Following her encounter
with the halfway house, Craig
realized her initial plans were
giving way to new dreams centering around community development and non-profit work.
This realization prompted Craig
to switch her major from biology to politics, philosophy and
economics (PPE) with a concentration in legal studies.
Craig’s experience in Greece
also fueled her passion for finding and forming spaces of healing on Taylor’s campus and in
the surrounding community.
“I love the idea of healing, and
I think there’s healing in all of
our stories,” Craig said. “The
idea and concept of eternal
healing (in Jesus) is astounding
to me.”
This past year, Craig has

“I like to just sit outside with
friends, play card games or just
stare at the sky,” said Winship.
Students flock to Olson Beach
to play rounds of volleyball and
bask in the cool, breezy day.
Not only is Vitamin D more
accessible, but walking around
or playing sports can release
tension from sitting in desks
for a long time.
It is even great to just take
walks in the night because
there is not this sense of urgency of making it back to the
warmth of the dorm. Time is
standing still in the brisk air of
the night sky.
“This warm weather really just gives me the chance to
take my time and enjoy things
at night,” said sophomore
Kharis Rutherford.
Warm weather also means
that tolf is back on campus, so
with that, people may or may
not want to avoid getting hit by
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Anna Craig serves as the 2020-21
student body vice president.

found that her position as student body vice president (SBVP)
has allowed her to work alongside other individuals to better
foster spaces of healing.
Neither Craig nor Student
Body President (SBP) senior Emmanuel Terrell originally wanted the positions they now hold.
Rather, both individuals were
intimidated by the titles and
opportunities in front of them
and were reluctant to explore
the idea of campaigning.
“We went through a period
of time where we didn’t talk

and really heartwarming that
I get to love these girls in a
time like no other,” she said. “I
will always be their COVID PA,
which is something I hold dear
to my heart.”
echo@taylor.edu

students playing tolf.
Eating outside is finally available again, and while it is super
nice to be able to eat out in the
natural air, it is an even greater feeling to work on homework outside.
On top of having the chance
to spend quality time with
friends, or bask in the sunshine

in solitude, there are many other things to appreciate and enjoy the springtime.
It is hard to think of something that is more delightful
than seeing things grow, and
with the snow all gone (or so it
seems,) plants and vegetation
are given the chance to rise up
from the ground.

The sweet fragrance of flowers surrounds the air, and it is
impossible to feel down in the
company of flowers.
Also, the emergence of spring
means the emergence of longer days.
There is more time to get
things done or to enjoy a beautiful day with friends, and the
sun being out longer is simply
a joy.
Spring calls for a celebration
of holidays such as Easter, giving us a chance to reconnect
with our loved ones, and worship the Risen Lord.
Sports fans are able to support their favorite baseball
or tennis team during games,
and revel in the excitement of
the day.
Warm weather allows renewal and growth, and it provides
fun activities to bring friends
and family together.
When a long and harsh winter ends, warm weather is very
much appreciated.
echo@taylor.edu

(to each other) at all because
we were so terrified of it,” Craig
said. “But then we ended up
talking again and were like,
‘Hey, this is something we’re really passionate about and want
to be a part of.’”
Craig and Terrell agreed to
run together, centering their
campaign around Philippians
2:3-5 and the phrase “one another.” The pair ran a successful social media campaign in
the spring of 2020 and stepped
into office that fall. Both individuals share a desire to amplify
unseen stories on campus and
to encourage spaces of healing
in Taylor’s community.
“We wanted to run with the
phrase ‘one another’ because
anyone can pick up that phrase
and take it to the place where
they’re living,” Craig said. “I’ve
seen a lot of people across campus bring healing and speak
into spaces that were formerly silent.”
One of the ways Craig and
Terrell have encouraged healing
through their leadership this
last year has been through the
invention and implementation
of the Benevolence Project — an

idea Craig originally shared
with Terrell in the fall of 2020.
Recognizing that in a broken world kindness can still
be exhibited, Craig and Terrell
designed a series of cards containing “kindness challenges.”
The hope is that acts of kindness will follow the cards as they
pass from person to person.
“Part of the Benevolence
Project feels exciting because
it’s (reminding people) that,
‘Hey, in a really, really broken
messed up world there’s still
kindness,’” Craig said. “And if we
truly believe that this is possible, we have to step out and act
upon it.”
Craig has found that even as
she seeks to encourage healing
in the lives of others, she has
been surrounded by individuals who have spoken healing
into her own life. In particular, Craig has been significantly impacted by her friendship
with Steve Austin, the associate dean of student leadership
and the director of student programs at Taylor.
Austin first encouraged Craig
to explore the idea of SBVP, and
has since modeled what it

looks like to lead with humility
and step into challenging spaces graciously.
“I have felt very, very changed
because of getting to work in
TSO and be challenged by him
and other people in TSO,” Craig
said. “He’s someone who is willing to walk through a lot of hard
spaces and just be there.”
Mentors like Austin have
poured into Craig the very
things she now hopes to pour
into others.
As Craig anticipates leaving Taylor in the spring to enter a new space and season,
her prayer is that individuals
on campus have felt loved and
known through their interactions with her.
Terrell, Craig’s close friend
and co-worker, has experienced
the impact of those interactions.
“There is no one that I know
that embodies the Milo Rediger quote, ‘Love prompts more
than the law demands,’ better
than she does,” Terrell said. “If
you ever have the opportunity to meet Anna, it will be evident that her love is authentic
and contagious.”
echo@taylor.edu
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Students play soccer outside while enjoying the warm weather.

Levi Heyerly
Freshmen
Only concern is getting
shredded and is willing to
come to Olson at 1 a.m.
to help you microwave
your leftover Casa Grande
even if you don’t offer him
any.
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Across

1 Guys
6 Overplay on stage
11 Sting operation
14 Rent-a-car company
15 State one’s views
16 Penn or Brown, e.g.
17 *Bank form
19 Oz’s __ Woodman
20 “Smell Ready” deodorant
brand
21 Prepare to exit one’s car
22 Actress/inventor Lamarr
23 Like Hammett’s falcon
25 Jamaican music
27 In the thick of
30 “Let me run that errand”
34 Spoke like Daffy
37 *Surprise inheritance
39 At some prior time
40 Like A-listers
42 __ Piper: rat-removal fellow
43 *Venue for a license plate
game
45 Political candidate lists
47 Key above Shift
48 Some green sauces
50 Org. in Clancy novels
52 Support pieces above doors
56 “Star __ III: The Search
for Spock”
59 China’s __ Kai-shek

Across
1 Shipwreck signal
4 Stan of Marvel Comics
7 Catch in a trap
12 Time period
13 Off-roader’s purchase, for
short
14 Quest for intel
15 *Instant in which emotional
decisions are made
18 Middle-earth menace
19 Female surfer
20 Times to remember
21 Got a lift, in a way
23 Popular mints
25 Tea container
27 Gradually come to be
31 Wander about
33 Pasture
35 Where one may be taken to
be reprimanded
36 Verb in a recipe
37 Like jobs with no future ...
and what the start of each answer to a starred clue can be?
40 Tennis court divider
41 Family gathering attendee
43 Pacific Coast st.
44 Loch with a legend
45 Ties to a post
48 Rene of “Get Shorty”

Sudoku

50 Show flexibility
52 Dampen, as sound
55 Help in a bad way?
58 Coral named for its shape
60 Wheaton who played himself on “The Big Bang Theory”
61 *Defeat soundly
64 More despicable
65 Talk trash to
66 Cork’s country
67 Cowboy singer Gene
68 Uneaten morsel
69 Ship in Genesis
Down
1 *Flaky type
2 Cheerios grain
3 Came down in flakes
4 Plastering strip
5 Value system
6 Tied, as a score
7 “Seats all taken” sign
8 Archrivals
9 Asian laptop brand
10 Barrett of gossip
11 Tolkien tree race
12 Macedonian neighbor
15 MLB’s Astros, on
scoreboards
16 “Fiddle-__!”
17 Trifling

62 __ v. Wade
63 “Justice League” actress
Gadot
64 With “on,” not strong, as an
argument ... and what might
cause the ends of answers to
starred clues?
66 ER fluid hookups
67 Soprano Fleming
68 Allow to fluctuate, as a
currency
69 Service charge
70 Heroic Schindler
71 __ Dame
Down
1 “__ Secretary”: 2010s CBS
drama
2 Echo Dot assistant
3 Flap for a mic
4 Moody music genre
5 Insincere “My bad”
6 Breeding environment
7 Church niche
8 Paper factory
9 Troop groups
10 Get-up-and-go
11 Name, as sources
12 “Metamorphoses” poet
13 Part of a Wall St. address
18 One with confidential info

22 Battering __
24 Spot on the tube
26 Vote of support
28 *Employment field
29 Keats works
30 Vets’ concerns
31 Rave’s partner
32 Dog in the comics
34 Brouhaha
37 Owner’s document
38 Blunder
39 Mad Magazine mascot Alfred E. __
42 Idle talk
44 Bounced-check letters
46 Reckless
47 Racer’s bathing suit
49 Naturally brewed beverage
51 Animal with a snout
53 Vitality
54 Santa helper
55 Palindromic pop group
56 Steady guy
57 Toward sunrise
59 Speedy
62 “Do or do not. There is no
__”: Yoda
63 Title for Paul or Ringo

ANSWERS from last edition:

By The Mepham Group

1

2

3

4

Complete the grid so each row, column
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains
every digit from 1 to 9. For strategies
on solving Sudoku, visit

Solution to last Sunday’s puzzle
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22 Thirty after the hour
24 Dated stereo component
26 Josh
28 Credit card motion
29 __ for tat
31 Milk, in Marseille
32 TV show about a high
school choir
33 Cutlass automaker
34 Myths, legends, etc.
35 Informed of
36 Ella’s improv style
38 Like stored Russian dolls
41 Blistex target
44 Bi- plus one
46 Extended period of time
49 Vampire vanquisher
51 Partner of pains
53 Spew lava and ash
54 Introvert
55 Everglades plant
56 “The workweek’s almost over!”
57 Glowing review
58 Above all __: more than
anything
60 Slugger Aaron
61 Swedish furniture chain
64 Sign of a sellout
65 Musician Yoko

A&E

“For better or for worse, it’s a
behemoth of a movie.”
‘Zack Snyder’s Justice League’ lives
up to the hype

78

March 29, 2021 MONDAY

TheEchoNews.com

“Trouble on Reade Avenue” offers mystery
Review on Chorale’s
interactive whodunnit
Amelia Bostick
Features Co-Editor

Was it the choir director with
a rope in the Euler Atrium? A
Chorale member with a knife
in the greenhouse? Or could it
have possibly been the piano
player with some smooth saxophone skills in the boiler room?
On March 19, Chorale, accompanied by the Jungle Cats band,
took over the Euler Atrium to
put a mystery to rest.
In “Trouble on Reade Avenue,”
sophomore Wesley Jones took
center stage, showing off —
quite literally — his many hats.
Switching between his two duties as host and detective with
the change of a cap, Jones led
the audience along a journey of
clues and intrigue.
Jones was not alone, however, as senior Timiesha Knowles
gave the audience some assistance in the form of five envelopes left on the tables, allowing
for an interactive whodunnit experience.
Clue #1: Red
While my table was stumped
by the very first clue, other

audience members dove headfirst into cracking the code. The
word “Red” was the final result,
leading us into a solo led by
freshman Olivia Henn.
Clue #2: Fahrenheit
Inside the second envelope
was a piece of sheet music with
a list of numbers provided to
find out which letters would
create the clue word. I’m proud
to say I figured this one out on
my own (even if it took me an
hour after the show ended). The
word spelled was “Fahrenheit,”
leading us into the song “Fever.”
Throughout the clue solving, Knowles invited the choir
to sing some “motivational music” as audience members got
to cracking the case. Yet, at the
same time, with each passing
song, a member of the Jungle
Cats band went missing.
Clue #3: Keys
At this point, the end seemed
to be in sight. It must have been
the girl in the red dress with
some sort of fire … but where?
Clue number three gave the
word “Keys,” and directly after, a maintenance man came
through, giving his keys to Jones.
Clue #4: Brown paper packages tied up with strings
But don’t be fooled! While the
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Taylor Chorale performed their show, “Trouble on Reade Avenue” on Mar. 19.

keys seemed like a huge crack
in the case, there were still two
more to go.
Clue four consisted of a few
cut-up spirals of papers that,
when put together, read the
classic lyrics from “The Sound
of Music,” “Brown paper packages tied up with strings.”
With this seemingly unrelated clue, it started to feel like
the case might go cold, and
with more and more Jungle

Cats going missing, the ending
seemed bleak.
Clue #5: Reed
The final clue was simply
“Reed.” Instantly, the choir’s
thoughts went to their beloved
director, Dr. Spencer Reed. Could
it be that the man behind the baton was getting rid of the Jungle
Cats right before their eyes?
With the beginning of the final group number, Reed never
showed. Suspicions grew.

This was when sophomore
Chris Jenkins decided to step
up to the plate, soprano saxophone in hand. Jenkins graciously said he could perform
for the Jungle Cats on his own
with Sheila Todd, the accompanist on piano.
It wasn’t until the duo started playing “My Favorite Things”
from “The Sound of Music” that
it all made sense to our favorite
detectives, Knowles and Jones.

The real culprit was Jenkins. He had locked his fellow
bandmates in the boiler room
in an attempt to perform this
song with Todd. It was a greedy
scheme, but it all made sense.
The red hair, the Fahrenheit
clue indicating the boiler room,
Todd on the keys, brown paper
packages tied up with string as
the song choice, and finally, the
reed of the saxophone.
“It’s always, ‘Stick to the keys
Chris!’ But no one was going to
stop me, not even the director
himself !” Jenkins said.
“Trouble on Reade Avenue”
was a creatively genius interactive experience for both audience and performers.
With an original script written by Spencer and countless
meetings with the chorale cabinet, the amount of care and
effort poured into this event
was evident.
Junior Abi Kerr, a member of
Chorale, said, “This show was
like nothing else the chorale has
ever done. Our hope was to create an interactive environment
full of fun and jazz.”
They did just that, and finally,
all the trouble on Reade Avenue
was resolved.
echo@taylor.edu

Carrier details her Taylor theatre journey
Elizabeth Carrier
discusses time at Taylor
Olivia Yatooma
Staff Writer

“It is the first thing that has
utilized the most of me,” senior
Elizabeth Carrier said in reference to her theatre arts major.
“It takes all of a person to step
into a character and tell their
story truthfully.”
In the four years that Carrier has attended Taylor, she has
been involved in every Taylor
production. And, as of this past
J-term, she has even directed a
Sondheim Review consisting of
29 solos, duets, trios and group
numbers.
Although Carrier is now fully
immersed in the Taylor community, her journey to Taylor was
much different from the average
student’s, as she was not even a
Christian until the December of
her senior year of high school.
Carrier’s relationship with theatre was an idol in her life before she came to know Christ,
which hindered the concept of
her identity in theatre.

The feeling of being lost
reigned ever-present in Carrier’s mind as she struggled to redefine her identity.
“Theatre was my entire selfworth, which is a destructive
relationship to have with anything,” Carrier said.
However, Carrier found her
identity in Christ through a
group chat she was placed in,
titled “Prayers Etc.” In a time
where Carrier needed to see the
light, the people in this group
chat provided encouragement
to her, which was what sparked
her interest in Christianity.
Another monumental portion
of Carrier’s coming-to-faith story was when, as she sat in her
high school AP Literature class
and dissected Emily Dickenson’s
poem, “Because I Could Not Stop
for Death,” she noticed her classmate pull out a Bible. The boy
proceeded to show Carrier the
references to the Bible that Emily Dickenson made in her poem,
and because Carrier was not a
devout Christian, she felt poorly for not understanding the correlations that this boy brought
to her attention.

In response, Carrier took
action and began to attend a
youth group weekly, as she had
a newfound passion and drive
to know God.
“I wanted to know what he
was talking about. I wanted
to understand it more. I had
never considered the Bible as
something that would be useful to me,” Carrier said. “When
I realized all of my theological
hang-ups were really based in
nothing, I didn’t have any reason to keep running from God.”
Although Carrier had found
Taylor by way of her growing
faith in Jesus Christ, she had yet
to fully restore her relationship
with theatre. In fact, Carrier
came to Taylor as a journalism major. She quickly realized
that theatre had the potential
to push her in the best of ways
through the utility of both her
brain and her body.
“Taylor’s pursuit of excellence
in all areas when they’re putting
on a production was something
that was so new and intoxicating to me,” Carrier said. “I
didn’t think that there could
be a place for me where I could

have this relationship with theatre in a way that was healthy
and God-honoring, but at Taylor, I learned that there was.”
Carrier is now graduating
from Taylor with a theatre arts
major and a focus in directing.
In the future, Carrier intends to
pursue theatre education with
the ultimate goal of directing.
The theatre arts major was
created for students to get an
education of all elements of the
theatre, including everything
from technical skills to stage
management to direction and
design.
In essence, a theatre arts major gives students the broadest
sense of the theatre.
“Emotional intelligence, text
analysis, communication and
leadership all come together in
directing in a way that, in my
experience, hasn’t solely come
together in performance,” Carrier said.
While Carrier attended
pre-college at Carnegie Mellon
University, she pursued a focus
in musical theatre which helped
her realize that she longed for
a certain sense of academia

Photograph provided by Elizabeth Carrier

Elizabeth Carrier has involved herself greatly within the
Taylor Theatre department within her time at Taylor.

that she hadn’t found simply
through performance. As a second-semester senior, Carrier is
fulfilling her need for a level of
academia through her practicum at the Commons Theatre
in Alexandria, Indiana. At the
Commons Theatre, she is doing
dramaturgical work, which involves the deep and wide work
of a production.
However, the past year of
Carrier’s education has been
altered due to the COVID-19 pandemic, which has influenced
her classes, Taylor productions

and current practicum. Though
Carrier has had every reason to
be disappointed in current circumstances, she has taken every opportunity to rejoice in the
positives.
“So much of theatre is about
intimacy, vulnerability and
connection between people.
Now there are so many barriers
to that,” Carrier said. “However,
there’s something to be said for
the fact that a lot of the time,
limitations bring more creativity than we think.”
echo@taylor.edu

‘Zack Snyder’s Justice League’ lives up to the hype A&E
HBO Max premieres
superhero epic
Lucas Bertsche
Staff Writer

“Zack Snyder’s Justice League”
finally realizes Zack Snyder’s vision and gives fans the epic DC
team-up movie they’ve been
drooling for.
For those who don’t know the
backstory, there was a ton of behind-the-scenes turmoil on the
2017 film “Justice League.” The director, Snyder, constantly clashed
with the studio and eventually
walked away after a family tragedy.
Joss Whedon (“The Avengers”)
then stepped in and essentially reshot half of the movie to meet a
few studio mandates: a runtime
of fewer than two hours and a
boatload of jokes. However, after the huge online movement
#ReleasetheSnyderCut, Warner
Brothers allowed Snyder to finish and release his version of
the movie.
As a huge fan of “Batman v. Superman” and “Man of Steel,” I was
devastated walking out of the theater back in 2017. Whedon’s reshot

Photograph provided by Indulge Express

“Zack Snyder’s Justice League” was released on HBO on March 18, 2021.

“Justice League” butchered everything I loved about those films. It
threw all the character development out the window in favor of
shoving a series of awful jokes
down the audience’s throat.
“Justice League” so badly wanted to capture the magic of “The
Avengers,” but forgot what made
that movie good: an actual coherent plot, amazing action set-pieces, and most importantly, likable,
deep characters. “Zack Snyder’s

Justice League,” instead of trying
to clone Marvel, delivers a character-focused, fantasy epic on the
scale of “The Lord of the Rings.”
For better or for worse, it’s a behemoth of a movie. The film has
roughly eight main characters to
juggle, and it’s also the longest
movie I’ve ever seen with a runtime of four hours and two minutes. As a result, the pacing can
be pretty uneven.
However, this runtime honestly

flew by and was well utilized to
make me actually care about the
plot and the characters. There
were definitely some moments
that dragged and others that
could have been cut, but after
such a long wait, I enjoyed every
extra second I got to spend in this
world with these heroes.
Ben Affleck just might be my
favorite onscreen Batman, and
this movie got him right. In “Batman v. Superman,” he began as a
vengeful, cruel Batman who teetered on the edge of criminality. Superman’s sacrifice changed
him and showed him the hero he
should be.
This film continues that fantastic arc after Whedon tossed it
aside and turned him into a joke.
Ben Affleck’s performance is also
noticeably better, as he seemed
pretty checked-out in the reshot
scenes. His dynamic and relationship with Alfred is one of my favorite parts of the whole series.
The Flash and Cyborg are
fleshed out much better too. In
the original, Cyborg was as bland
as they come. Here, he actually
gets an emotional character arc,
and his complicated relationship

with his father is at the forefront
of the narrative. The Flash gets
the chance to be a hero and not
just a walking punchline. He still
has a goofy, awkward charm, but
now he’s not always the butt of
the joke.
The action scenes are also
leagues better. There are some
fist-pumping team-up shots and
a flash-back battle ripped straight
from the prologue of “The Fellowship of the Ring.” Snyder has always had a flair for action and
has helmed some all-time great
scenes (i.e. the warehouse fight in
“Batman v. Superman” and all of
“300”). While his use of slow-motion can be a bit much at times, it
added an epic feel that was sorely
lacking in the 2017 film.
Despite a few minor complaints, I’m just so happy this
movie exists. Its message of working together despite your differences is very relevant. I also just
love these characters, and it’s
great to see them done justice.
Snyder clearly has a love for them
too, and I hope he can continue to
make films in this universe.
echo@taylor.edu

EVENTS

Airband

Apr. 10 @ 6:30pm, 9pm
Rediger Chapel
Auditorium

Faculty Voice
Recital, Dr. Loralee
Songer
Apr. 10 @7:30-8:30pm
SHM Butz-Carruth
Recital Hall

Global
Music Ensemble
Performance

Apr. 13 @6-6:30pm
Wheeler Stage at the
Boren Campus Center

Wind Ensemble
Concert

Apr. 16 @7:30-8:30pm
Rediger Chapel
Auditorium

TROJAN NATION

“In the past, they’ve felt like they have been overlooked and
I think they want to show teams what they’re made of.”
Softball wins five-of-six in conference last week
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Optimism high for Taylor’s golf teams
Expectations are to win
the Crossroads League
Jack Mulkey
Staff Writer

Expectations are high for both
of Taylor’s golf teams. Anything
short of a Crossroads League title
would come as a surprise.
You can’t blame them for having such high expectations either. The women’s golf team is
currently ranked No. 5 in the
nation, also the highest in the
Crossroads League. They have
won the past three Crossroads
League titles.
The men’s golf team is currently ranked No. 24 in the nation, the
highest in the Crossroads League.
They have also won the past four
Crossroads League titles.
A Crossroads League title may
not be enough for the women’s
team though. They are eyeing
a national championship. They
have only been beaten by four
teams this season and have won
four of their six tournaments.
“We have the tools, it is how
we use those strategically,” senior
Maddie Thomas said.
Before March 23, only four
teams had defeated the Trojans.
Those included two teams that
ranked in the top six in NCAA Division II, University of Indianapolis and University of Findlay. The
other two are the top two ranked
teams in the NAIA: Keiser University and Dalton State.
On March 22-23, the Trojans
competed in the Nevel Meade
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Maddie Thomas, along with Nicole Jung, won All-American awards last season for TU.

Collegiate tournament with nine
NCAA Division I teams and one
Division II team. The Trojans
placed an impressive seventh,
defeating Illinois-Chicago, Bellarmine, Northern Kentucky and
the Youngstown State B team.
The team was led by Thomas shooting a 227 over three
rounds and tying for No. 10 overall individually.
Experience has been key for
the women’s team. They have
been led all year by a group of
four seniors, Taylor French, Nicole Jung, Annie Stimmel and

Thomas. French, Jung and Thomas have averaged less than 80
strokes per round this season
with Stimmel just above 80 at
80.13.
Jung and Thomas, both
All-Americans last season, have
finished in the top 10 in five of
the six tournaments this season.
Jung has also won four of the
six tournaments this season as
an individual.
Despite all the success for
the team this year, head coach
Cameron Andry says that they
have not reached their ultimate

potential yet. They will have
four tournaments left to reach
that potential before playing the
Crossroads League Championship on May 3-4.
“We have experience, we have
talent, but we just have to find
what makes it click,” Andry said.
For the men’s team, inexperience has been a disadvantage.
They have competed in six tournaments so far and have won half
of them. However, in the other
three they have placed poorly.
Part of this is because of the stiff
competition they have played in

those tournaments. For example, at the Brickyard Invitational
they played many NCAA Division
II teams.
Andry remains confident
about their chances to win the
Crossroads League though, citing Marian and Indiana Wesleyan as the main competitors to
beat. They have yet to play Marian but have had mixed results
against Indiana Wesleyan. At the
Players Club Invitational to start
the season, they defeated them,
but recently at the ChampionsGate Invitational, they were defeated by them.
The men’s team has been led
by junior Javan Johnson, sophomore Eric Fahlen, sophomore
Noah Ross and freshman Adam
Kasitz. Both Johnson and Fahlen
have claimed individual wins in
tournaments this season. Sophomore Drew Pickering has not
played in all the tournaments
but has posted three top 10 finishes along with Johnson. All five
are averaging between 74 and 77
strokes per round.
“Across the board, our top five
is really talented, the most talented in the conference,” Johnson said.
The team hopes for some
more consistency in the next
month before the Crossroads
League Championship, but they
have a busy month ahead with
four tournaments, including two
tournaments in one week. The
Crossroads League Championship will be held on April 26-27.
echo@taylor.edu

Softball wins five-of-six in conference last week
Taylor works way
up standings
Markus Miller
Sports Editor

After dropping two close
games to No. 12 Indiana Wesleyan, Taylor softball rebounded
with strong showings last week,
taking five of six against Crossroads League opponents.
They swept two doubleheaders, one against the University of
Saint Francis on March 20, and
another against Grace College
last Monday, March 22. They finished with a split on the road
against Huntington with two
1-run games.
The stretch pushed the Trojans to 17-7 overall and 5-3 in
the conference as of March 25,
which is good enough for the
No. 3 spot in the Crossroads
League standings.
“Any win in the conference is
important,” junior Maddi Evans said. “Especially these last
few and getting on a little run. It
was big for us to build our confidence after not starting conference play the way we wanted
to. We’re definitely building and
learning how to be better every
game we play.
Evans, a pitcher and third
baseman, started three of the

six contests on the mound and
picked up the win against Saint
Francis and Huntington. Her record as of March 25 stands at 8-2
with a save. She’s pitched 64 innings on the year to the tune of
a 2.73 ERA and leads the Crossroads League in strikeouts.
Senior Lauren Kanai started the other three contests last
week and picked up wins on the
mount against Saint Francis
and Grace. Her ERA is right behind Evans’ at 2.75 in 56 innings
pitched. The duo is No. 8 and
No. 9 in the Crossroads League
in ERA. They have combined to
start 22 of TU’s 24 games.
Junior Cassy Lewis is third on
the team in innings pitched and
leads the team with five saves
out of the bullpen. Her ERA of
3.50 is good for the No. 15 spot in
the Crossroads League and she
leads the conference in saves.
“(The pitchers) have done a
great job with their command,”
Head Coach Erin Bellinger said.
“They’re getting used to the
pitch calling and they’re really
taking control of games. They’ve
done a good job of keeping pitch
counts low.”
With so many games in a
short timespan, Bellinger highlighted how important it is that
they keep their best arms rested and ready. Pitching heavy

innings can make that difficult,
so keeping pitch counts low
is crucial.
While Taylor has been dominant on the mound and in fielding for much of the season, their
hitting came around in a big
way in the 14-7 and 9-1 sweep
of Grace.
In the 14-7 comeback win,
which saw the Trojans score
eight runs in the fifth frame,
five players drove in runs. Evans
had five RBI and hit a home run
in the fifth inning. Senior Kara
Tucker also had a home run in
the sixth to add insurance.
The second contest was much
of the same for the offense, as
Taylor scored nine. Junior Ashton Whitman hit her second
home run of the season in the
second inning. Whitman is No.
4 on the team in RBIs, behind
Evans, Kanai and senior Kristin
Mihalic.
“We’re trying to put all the
pieces together right now,”
Whitman said. “Having confidence from the Grace games can
carry us into our next games. We
had a decent day hitting against
Huntington. The more we hit,
the more confidence we’ll have
and the more runs we’ll score.”
Taylor’s batting numbers have
been good on the season, and
they’re No. 15 in the NAIA in total

hits, but hitting with runners on
base and in scoring position is
something they’ve identified
that needs to be better.
“Situational hitting is big for
us,” Evans said. “We know it
takes a lot of work to become
clutch in those situations. It’s
easy to go into those situations
and start thinking about it too
much, but we need to understand it’s just another at-bat and
we can get back to the basics.”
Standing at No. 3 in the conference standings and receiving
votes in the NAIA Top 25 poll, as

well as the cancelation of last
year’s season, has left the Trojans hungry for more. They’re
aiming to capture their first
conference title since 2014 and
make it back to the national
tournament.
“They’re a tough team,” Bellinger said. “They will go out
and compete and they will
fight to that last inning. In the
past, they’ve felt like they have
been overlooked and I think
they want to show teams what
they’re made of.”
echo@taylor.edu
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Men’s Golf

3/29 Garn Championship 9 a.m.
3/30 Garn Championship 9 a.m.
4/2 Purgatory Intercollegiate 9 a.m.

Women’s Golf

4/2 Purgatory Intercollegiate 9 a.m.

Baseball

4/2 Grace College 1 p.m.
4/3 Grace College 1 p.m.

Softball

3/30 Marian University 4 p.m.
4/2 Mount Vernon Nazarene 4 p.m.
4/3 Bethel University 3 p.m.

Football

4/3 @Lawrence Tech 3 p.m.

Track & Field

4/3 George Glass Invite 11 a.m.

Lacrosse

3/31 @Indiana Tech 7:30 p.m.
4/3 Concordia University 1 p.m.

S COREBOARD
RESULTS FROM TAYLOR
ATHLETICS
Women’s Golf

3/23 Nevel Meade Collegiate 7th

Football

3/20 Concordia L 14-17

Baseball

3/20 Mount Vernon W 7-6
3/20 Mount Vernon W 4-1
3/22 Mount Vernon W 1-0
3/22 Mount Vernon W 9-2

Softball

3/20 Saint Francis W 5-4
3/20 Saint Francis W 2-1
3/22 Grace W 14-7
3/22 Grace W 9-1
3/23 Huntington W 2-1
3/23 Huntington L 5-6

Top 25 Polls
Trojan Teams in the NAIA Top 25

Men’s XC......................................No.3
Womens XC ..................................No.1
Softball ........................ Receiving Votes
Baseball .....................................No.20
Women’s Golf................................No.5
Men’s Golf ..................................No.24
Men’s Lacrosse ............ Receiving Votes

Echo Sports
Pick’em
Scan the below QR code and fill out
the Echo Sports Pick’em form for
a chance to win a $10 gift card to
Ivanhoes! This week’s games contain
NCAA March Madness matchups.
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After close losses to open conference play, the Trojans have gotten on a roll of late.

Nicole Jung

Jacob Hockett

Golf

Football

Athletes of the Week
979 S. Main St., Upl and, IN

Sophomore
N e w Pa l e s t i n e , I N
Elementary Education
N e w Pa l e st i n e H i g h
Country Music
Photograph by Anna Collins

Christian Severt

•

w w w. ivanho e s . i nfo

•

(765) 998-7261

Year
Hometown
Major
Previous School
Fav o r i t e P u m p - U p S o n g o r
Album
Funniest Teammate

Senior
Santa Cruz, Bolivia
Psychology
Santa Cruz Christian
Intentions
Rachel Coers
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